
 

                     

Exploring Civic Learning as a Pathway to Equity and Opportunity  
A collaboration between NCoC and Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement (PACE) 

MEETING DETAILS 
 
Location: 
Hall of States 
444 N. Capitol Street, NW, Second Floor 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Date and Time: 
Thursday, March 1, 2018 
8:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
 

PURPOSE & OBJECTIVES 
 
Purpose: 
The National Conference on Citizenship (NCoC) and Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement (PACE) 
have undertaken a collaborative exploration to understand the potential of civic learning as a tool to 
equip communities in addressing the challenges and divisions they face.  The goal of the exploration is to 
see if and how we might open a dialogue about how to reimagine, re-incorporate, and maximize the 
potential of civics during this divisive time; enable communities to build an inclusive foundation of 
engaged citizens; and embrace and position civic learning as part of a solutions set to addressing 
challenges, particularly inequity and lack of opportunity.  
 
The purpose of this convening is to advance a dialogue with the field about what philanthropy and other 
leaders can do to support civic learning as a pathway to equity and opportunity in the context of four 
recommendations that emerged from the first two phases of this project.  The recommendations 
include: 

1. Expand the picture of who is a civic educator and who needs civic learning; 
2. Utilize civic learning as a tool to increase understanding and engagement across lines of 

difference, while ensuring a shared foundation of knowledge about history; 
3. Ensure civic readiness is a critical component in the college and career preparation pipeline; and 
4. Support cross-sector collaboration to advance civic learning. Ensure it is not just the 

responsibility of our education system, but of the entire community, to prepare young people 
for their role in enhancing civic life toward the goal of improving the civic health of their 
communities. 
 

Objectives: 
Through this convening, we aim to accomplish the following: 

● Define the value proposition of civic learning to address societal inequities, improve community 

outcomes, and find a place for everyone in the civic experience. 

● Identify what is needed to make the case that civic learning is part of the solutions set that can 

influence equity and opportunity outcomes. 

● Develop action plan, based on recommendations from the field, for philanthropy and other 

leaders to support and invest in civic learning as a pathway to increased equity and opportunity 

for students, institutions, and communities. 



 

                     

AGENDA 
 
 

8:30 - 9:00 AM Breakfast Served and Registration Opens 
 
9:00 - 9:25 AM Setting the Stage: Why Explore Civic Learning as a Pathway to  

Equity and Opportunity (Room 233/235) 
   Kristen Cambell, Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement 

Sally Prouty, National Conference on Citizenship 
 
9:25 - 10:00 AM Introductions  
    
10:00 - 10:45 AM Grounding Context and Naming Barriers: What do we need to consider  

about Equity and Opportunity 
Moderator: Sally Prouty, National Conference on Citizenship 
Panelists: Willair St Vil, District of Columbia Department of Human 
Resources and Linda Harris, Youth/Workforce Development Policy 
Consultant  
 

10:45 - 11:30 AM Presentation and Participant Discussion: Civic Learning as a Pathway  
to Equity and Opportunity - Recommendations 1 and 2 

   Recommendation 1: Peter Levine, Tufts University and Deidra  
Lewis-Robertson, Community Renewal International 
Recommendation 2: Bill Muse, National Issues Forum Institute and 
Dawn Chitty, African American Civil War Museum 
 

11:30 - 11:45 AM Break 
 
11:45 - 12:30 PM Presentation and Participant Discussion: Civic Learning as a Pathway  

to Equity and Opportunity - Recommendations 3 and 4 
   Recommendation 3: Thomas Showalter, National Youth Employment  

Coalition and Capri St Vil, The Corps Network 
Recommendation 4: John Ramirez, Accredence and Lee Arbetman, 
Street Law 

 
12:30 - 1:15 PM Lunch and Gallery Walk: Recommendations for Exploring Civic Learning  

as a Pathway to Equity and Opportunity 
 
1:15 - 2:00 PM  Grounding Context and Naming Barriers: What we need to consider  

about Civic Learning during this Divisive Time 
   Moderator: Kristen Cambell, Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement 

Panelists: Harry Boyte, Center on Democracy and Citizenship, Augsburg  
College and David Randall, National Association of Scholars 

 



 

                     

 
 
2:15 - 3:45 PM  Action Planning: Recommendation Small Group Breakouts  

(Rooms 233, 235, 231, 285) 
Facilitators: Kristin Cotter, National Conference on Citizenship 
Janice Lombardo, Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement 
Lisa Matthews, National Conference on Citizenship 
Adiel Suarez-Murias, Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement  
 
Group 1: Expanding Civic Learning: Incorporating New Educators & 
Students (Room 235)  
Group 2: Understanding & Engagement Across Difference (Room 285) 
Group 3: Civic Readiness & Preparation Pipeline (Room 231) 
Group 4: Cross-sector Collaboration & Community Engagement (Room 
233) 
 

4:00 - 4:45 PM  Action Planning: Recommendation Report-Outs (Room 233/235) 
   Groups 1-4 
 
4:45 - 5:00 PM  Closing and Commitments 
 
5:00 PM  Adjourn 
   “American Creed” Film Screening to follow at Aspen Institute at 5:30 
 

 
  



 

                     

PARTICIPANT LIST 
 
Lee Arbetman 
Executive Director 
Street Law, Inc. 
 
Brenda Barron 
Director of Strategic Partnerships 
Nonprofit VOTE 
 
Austin Belali 
Director 
Youth Engagement Fund 
 
Kisha Bird 
Director, Youth Policy 
CLASP 
 
Harry Boyte 
Senior Scholar in Public Work 
Philosophy 
Center for Democracy and 
Citizenship (Augsburg University) 
 
Brian Brady 
President 
Mikva Challenge 
 
Betsy Brand 
Executive Director 
American Youth Policy Forum 
 
Rebecca Burgess 
Manager, Program on American 
Citizenship 
American Enterprise Institute 
 
Kristen Cambell 
Executive Director 
Philanthropy for Active Civic 
Engagement 
 
Dawn Chitty 
Director of Education 
African American Civil War Museum 
 
Jeff Coates 
Research and Evaluation Director 
National Conference on Citizenship 
 
Stuart Comstock-Gay 
President & CEO 
Delaware Community Foundation 
 
Kristin Cotter 
Office Manager 
National Conference on Citizenship 
 

 
 
 
Amber Cruz Mohring 
Consultant, Project Manager to 
PACE & NCoC 
ACM Consulting 
 
John Dedrick 
Vice President and Program 
Director 
Kettering Foundation 
 
Nathan Dietz 
Associate Research Scholar 
Do Good Institute - University of 
Maryland 
 
Jennifer Domagal-Goldman 
Program Manager 
American Democracy Project 
 
Louise Dube 
Executive Director 
iCivics 
 
Ben Duda 
Managing Director, Corps Member 
& Alumni 
Service Year 
 
Avi Green 
Executive Director 
Scholars Strategy Network 
 
Dana Harris 
Manager of Policy and Advocacy 
Generation Citizen 
 
Linda Harris 
Consultant 
Youth/Workforce Development 
Policy 
 
Aletheia Henry 
Director of Education 
The Obama Foundation 
 
Erin Ingram 
Policy Advisor 
Civic Enterprises 
 
Edna Ishayik 
Director of Civic Engagement 
Initiatives 
Civic Nation (Action Civics Initiative) 
 
 

 
 
 
Abby Kiesa 
Director of Impact 
CIRCLE/Tisch College of Civic Life 
 
Peter Levine 
Associate Dean 
Tufts University 
 
Deidra Lewis-Robertson 
Director of Operation H.O.P.E. 
(Helping Our Pupils Excel) 
Community Renewal International 
 
Robyn Lingo 
Executive Director 
Mikva Challenge DC 
 
Janice Lombardo 
Member Engagement Director 
Philanthropy for Active Civic 
Engagement 
 
Sonia Mathew 
Civic Learning Manager 
Robert R. McCormick Foundation 
 
Lisa Matthews 
Program Director 
National Conference on Citizenship 
 
Ted McConnell 
Executive Director 
Campaign for the Civic Mission of 
Schools 
 
Marlen Mendoza 
Research Assistant 
Center for Law & Social Policy 
 
Casey Mindlin 
Director of Partnerships 
Scholastic, Inc. 
 
Kim Mitchell 
Director of the Center for 
Community Renewal 
Community Renewal International 
 
Bill Muse 
President Emeritus 
National Issues Forums Institute 
 
Trevor Ostbye 
Program Associate, Elections 
Democracy Fund 



 

                     

 
Vaughn Perry 
Equitable Development Manager 
Building Bridges Across the River 
 
Andre Perry 
Rubenstein Fellow 
The Brookings Institution 
 
Sally Prouty 
Senior Advisor & Senior Fellow 
National Conference on Citizenship 
& Philanthropy for Active Civic 
Engagement 
 
John Ramirez 
Principal 
Accredence 
 
David Randall 
Director of Research 
National Association of Scholars 
 
Sanjiv Rao 
Senior Program Officer 
Ford Foundation 
 
Verdis Robinson 
National Director 
The Democracy Commitment 
 
Andrea Robles 
Research and Evaluation Manager 
Corporation for National and 
Community Service 
 
Brad Rourke 
Program Officer 
Kettering Foundation 
 
Kerry Sautner 
Vice President of Education and 
Visitor Experience 
National Constitution Center 
 
Andrew Seligsohn 
President 
Campus Compact 
 
Robert Sherman 
Principal 
Robert Sherman Consulting, Inc. 
 
Thomas Showalter 
Executive Director 
National Youth Employment 
Coalition 
 

 
Julie Silverbrook 
Executive Director 
The Constitutional Sources Project 
 
Robert Simmons 
President 
Service Year Alliance 
 
Willair St Vil 
Lead Human Resources Specialist 
District of Columbia Human 
Resources 
 
Capri St Vil 
Director of Education and 
Workforce Development 
The Corps Network 
 
Meredith Stasa 
Program Manager 
Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Foundation and Institute 
 
John Steiner 
Board Member 
Mediators Foundation/Bridge 
Alliance 
 
Bunnie Strassner 
Executive Director 
Fascinating Learning Factory 
 
Marie Strom 
Co-founder 
Public Work Academy 
 
Adiel Suarez-Murias 
Communications & Marketing 
Director 
Philanthropy for Active Civic 
Engagement 
 
Derek Summerville 
Shared Services Coordinator 
YMCA Youth and Government 
 
Janet Tran 
Director of Learning and Leadership 
Ronald Reagan Presidential 
Foundation and Institute 
 
Nikki Ulrich 
Youth Engagement Program 
Manager 
National Council for the Social 
Studies 
 

 
Clarissa Unger 
Director of Civic Engagement 
Young Invincibles 
 
Paul Waters 
Senior Associate 
Democracy Fund 
 
Pete Weichlein 
CEO 
FMC - Former Members of 
Congress 
 
Andrew Wilkes 
National Director of Policy and 
Advocacy 
Generation Citizen 
 
Tyler Wilson 
Director of Government Relations 
The Corps Network 
 
Sharon Witiw 
Director of Community Outreach 
FMC - Former Members of 
Congress 
 
 

 


